
  

A number of scholars argue that the warnings 

are addressed to believers, and that believers can 

and do abandon their salvation. (32-33) 

37 Everyone the Father gives Me will come to Me, 

and the one who comes to Me I will never cast 

out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to 

do My will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 

This is the will of Him who sent Me: that I should 

lose none of those He has given Me but should 

raise them up on the last day. 40 For this is the 

will of My Father: that everyone who sees the Son 

and believes in Him may have eternal life, and I 

will raise him up on the last day." 



Like the previous view, they agree that the 

warning texts are addressed to Christians. But if 

texts like Hebrews 6 are directed to believers, 

then is it not possible that believers will 

apostatize and forsake their salvation? Those 

who espouse this second view firmly reject such a 

conclusion. They understand every warning text 

to speak either against the loss of rewards or the 

failure to enjoy a fruitful and happy Christian life 

here and now. (35) 

29 How much worse punishment do you think one 

will deserve who has trampled on the Son of God, 

regarded as profane the blood of the covenant by 

which he was sanctified, and insulted the Spirit of 

grace? 30 For we know the One who has said, 

Vengeance belongs to Me, I will repay, and again, 

The Lord will judge His people. 31 It is a terrifying 

thing to fall into the hands of the living God! 

The warnings in the scriptures are understood as 

tests by which one can discern whether one is a 

genuine believer. (37) 

[V]iew number three differs from view number 

one in seeing the people addressed as those who 

have experienced many of the blessings of the 

Christian faith without being Christians 



themselves. […] Thus, the warnings regarding 

apostasy are not addressed to genuine believers, 

for if that were the case, then genuine believers 

could lose their salvation. (39) 

According to this interpretation believers who fail 

to persevere will not be saved. Still it is impossible 

for believers to commit apostasy, and therefore 

the punishment which is threatened will never 

become a reality in the life of any believer. (39) 



To summarize, I believe that those who are 

elected, called, and justified will certainly be 

glorified. No genuine believer will ever 

apostatize. Nonetheless, the warning passages in 

the scriptures are addressed to believers, and they 

are threatened with eternal destruction (not loss 

of rewards) if they commit apostasy. 

[Moreover…] the warnings in the text are real 

and serious. We must pay heed to the warnings in 

order to be saved on the day of the Lord. (52) 

  



 



 

 

 


